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The record isn’t complete without you

By Aileen Cassinetto Mar 26, 2026 Updated 6 mins ago
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Water in San Mateo County has always been about power.
In this context, I facilitated a workshop on March 11 as
part of Skyline College’s State of Water exhibit where
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Latest News

Stocks fall and oil rises as Wall Street swings back to
doubt about a possible end to the Iran war

The Latest: Trump tells Iran to ‘get serious soon’ on

students crafted lyric lines drawn from real-time negotiations after Tehran rejects ceasefire

observations and placed them alongside legal .
instruments (i.e., the 1879 California Constitution, the
Raker Act of 1913, and the more recent High Seas Treaty). )

[ran war deflects attention from Ukraine as an
emboldened Russia starts spring offensive

Transgender women athletes banned from Olympics
by new |IOC policy on female eligibility

« Iran and the US harden their positions as Tehran

What resulted was a dialogue between policy and human tightens its grip on the Strait of Hormuz

experience; visually, image and language-based collages
which reminded students that their voices belong in
public discourse (Access the students’ final work here:
natureofourtimes.poetsforscience.org/watershed).

e March Madness meets the iPad era: How coaches'
challenges are changing the game

Aileen Cassinetto

e AP Entertainment SummaryBrief at 9:06 a.m. EDT
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e lran war's environmental toll could leave damage and
health risks for decades, experts say

Trending Stories
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coming to Redwood Shores

To address flood risk and sea-level
rise, the Redwood City Council has
approved a plan to increase the height
of levees around Redwood Shores,...

1. Foster City hit with cybersecurity breach

SB 326 Compliance Inspections. We Can Beat
Any Price By 20%. Contact Us Today!

drbalcony.com

. Iran has received the 15-point US ceasefire
proposal, 2 Pakistani officials have told The
Associated Press

3. San Mateo County leaders yank support for
treatment center at 101 N. El Camino Real at
the edge of the Baywood neighborhood

Harbor District attempts to tackle

tal ' 1
coastal erosion The workshop also connects to a larger project I’ve been

part of as co-editor of “The Nature of Our Times: Poems 4.
on America’s Lands, Waters, Wildlife, and Other Natural
Wonders,” a Poets for Science anthology and companion
to the first national assessment of U.S. lands, waters and
wildlife. While the original federal assessment was
defunded in 2025, the work of scientists and practitioners
continues through The Nature Record, a peer-reviewed
assessment and “national initiative bringing together
knowledge, storytelling and public participation to
elevate the role of nature in the U.S.” The draft
assessment is currently open for comments, and one area 8.
where we can be most impactful is through local
knowledge (Add your voice here:
naturerecord.org/comment).

Belmont eyes joining major levee
project

Mountain lion kills a deer in Belmont: Early
Tuesday morning video surveillance catches
San Mateo faces funding hurdle for wildlife attack on resident’s front lawn

lagoon overhaul 5. Holi celebration at Foster City park: Thousands

of participants set to celebrate festival of colors
at Leo J Ryan

Regional plan to fight sea-level rise
underway

6. San Mateo hitting housing goals

7. Redwood City affordable housing unveiled:
119-unit deed-restricted apartment complex will
house residents at Broadway and Chestnut
Street

Couple brings line dancing across Bay Area:
Weekly event at Coyote Point Yacht Club in San
Mateo Wednesday nights

9. Ketch Harbor Pub is shutting down:
Announcement follows dispute over unpaid rent
to San Mateo County Harbor District

For instance, San Mateo County is more vulnerable to 10
sea-level rise than any other county in California. With
roughly $203 billion in GDP and an estimated $39 billion
in property and infrastructure that could be affected, the
greater risk is to the ecosystems that support both
wildlife and a population of about 770,000. Given all

. San Mateo County death notices — March 17
to March 19, 2026

Calendar

these, the county has been preparing for this climate- < MARCH 5
driven threat for the past several years. The San Mateo 2026
County Sea Level Rise Vulnerability Assessments identify Sun  Mon Tue Wed Thu  Fri  Sat
adaptation strategies including emergency preparedness,
shoreline and site-specific measures, and policy and 1 2 3 4 5 6 /
planning updates to address rising seas. OneShoreline,
San Mateo County’s Flood and Sea Level Rise Resiliency g 9 10 11 12 13 14
District, coordinates “countywide efforts to combat the
harms of sea-level rise caused by climate change.” 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 27 28
29 30 31
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Risk data, however, cannot quite capture what it means to
have a stand of trees near our block, or when a bird

species disappears from our backyard, or the way of life S et e
for those near the coast. That knowledge is unique to
inhabitants and cannot be found anywhere else. Even
residents who do not or cannot vote carry years of
observation about the places they live, and should be able
to see their lives reflected in formal assessments and
policies. The county’s diversity means our communities
hold knowledge worth capturing at every level, much of it
not previously counted in most institutional surveys.

Latest Classified Ads

Beautiful new Delta
chrome faucet set for
three hole sink

16’ Seaway boat; trailer
incl

On a more personal note, co-editing “The Nature of Our
Times” was a way to bring my own story and diaspora into
America’s story of land and water, and to help make room
for voices that don’t always find their way into official
records. Societal shifts often take shape through
narratives we tell about our world. For too long, the
cultural and community experience of nature has been
underrepresented in policy.

2011 Keystone Cougar Clipper Card - use for
27’ CalTrain or Muni

HUGE GARAGE SALE SPILLANE FENCE and

DECK

The task at hand now is to make nature legible in ways
that resonate with our everyday experience, and

ultimately, politically hard to ignore.
CUBIAS TILE &
GRANITE DESIGNING

Critical women’s
bicycle $50 only

Aileen Cassinetto, former San Mateo County poet laureate
and current member of the county’s Commission on the
Status of Women, is an Academy of American Poets Laureate

Fellow and YBCA 100 awardee. She co-edited two
anthologies tied to national assessments.
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